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Christmas at HCOC 

At this special time of the year here in the United States and around the world, we want to tell 
you about what it is like at Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care center in rural Zimbabwe.  We 
appreciate the generous gifts throughout the year that do so much for the children we care for.    
 
The school calendar in Zimbabwe is divided into 3 terms. Each term is 3 months long and then 
there is a month off.  The third term begins in early September and ends in early December. 
This begins the summer holiday and also the Christmas season. It is a beautiful time of year 
when everything is growing and green and the weather is warm.   

Food Supplies Distributed to Child Headed Households 

 

During school breaks, the feeding centers associated with the schools are closed so HCOC 
distributes hampers to child headed households. The hampers are filled with mostly food 
supplies and a few other necessiHes. The  ZMP supports this distribuHon from our budget.  At 
Christmas the hampers might also include some extra treats like candy.  Since the children see 
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prior newsletters. 

 



families celebraHng Christmas with giNs and special food, this is another way that we try to 
make them feel loved and cared for. 
  

 

 

 

 

Year End Giving Opportunity 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Party 

There is also a Christmas party held at 
The Nest Clinic (the newly opened 
medical center), for all children cared for 
by HCOC as well as for the 21 village 
caregivers who visit the children at home 
on a regular basis.  The party is a very 
joyous occasion and everything possible 
is done to make it fun for these children 
who have so little.  There is usually 
music, cake, games and small gifts, 
anything the staff can find that makes it 
special. There is also a jumping castle.  
The volunteer caregivers are also given 
gifts, usually food that cannot be grown 
in their gardens such as cooking oil, 
sugar, and flour.    

 

Gifts for voluntary caregivers (back) and children (front). 

Christmas Outing 
 
ZMP also supports a Christmas outing for the  
older children. The staff chooses different 
children each year so they all eventually get a 
chance to go.  As you can see in the picture, last 
year they went to a nearby Safari Park.  One can 
only imagine how exciting it is for these 
children, many of whom live in mud brick 
dwellings and have no running water, to go on a 
boat ride and spend the day at a park with so 
many exciting things to do.  
 

 

If you wish to include ZMP in your year-end giving, you can find how to donate 
at our web site:  zimpartnership.org and the donate tab. This includes 
information about: Smart Giving, Simple Tips including gifts from IRAs, Donor-
Advised Fund or Stocks. You can also sign up for future newsletters.  

http://zimpartnership.org/

