
ABOUT US 
Zimbabwe Mission Partnership is a partnership 
of Colorado churches and individuals that have 
banded together to support the work of Heather 
Chimhoga Orphan Care (HCOC). Our all-volunteer 
stateside board of directors seek to bring HOPE to 
over 500 orphans and vulnerable children in rural 
Zimbabwe, and to raise funds and help facilitate 
ongoing progress toward self-sufficiency at HCOC.  

HCOC is a locally staffed private voluntary 
organization (PVO) in rural Zimbabwe working to 
support and care for the “whole child,” including 
to feed, pay school fees, provide safe water, 
medical and mental health support, religious 
support, clothing, safe places to live and thrive, 
and other vital services for orphans and vulnerable 
children (OVC’s) across 21 villages.  HCOC also 
works tirelessly to develop the infrastructure, 
agricultural capabilities, and income-producing 
enterprises needed to become self-sustaining.  

2025 Vital Statistics 
671 children received comprehensive HCOC
support (meals, school fees, medical care,
shelter, and essentials).
602 children received daily meals during the
week at three feeding centers. ($5.30
USD/child/month)
Provided school fees to 155 children, uniforms/
supplies to 229, clothes for 213, blankets to 53
2,081 visits to the clinic for the provision of
medical care throughout the year.
3,200+ individuals participated in a variety of
religious services (Bible studies, devotionals).
11 child-headed households received monthly
food packages for support at home throughout
the year. 45 children (avg.) got monthly
nutrition packs.

Kids at school 

   Many of the HCOC staff and caregivers gathering with 
ZMP visitors 
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Provision of Health Care 
The HCOC Health Department is now known as the 
NEST Clinic, opened in 2025. It will serve over     
6500 patients annually. Its mission is to improve     
the quality of the lives of children and adolescents 
through the provision of specialized and high-
quality services to patient care. Services offered 
include general outpatient treatments, HIV 
continuous care for chronically ill children, 
support groups and guardianship, water and 
sanitation activities (provision of toilets in orphan 
homes), sanitary wear, sexual reproductive health 
care, EPI services (including children vaccina- 
tions), health education, and ambulance services. 
Future needs include dental and X-ray equipment.  

2 Peter 3:18. “But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory both now and forever. Amen.” and Proverbs 
14:27 which says “The fear of the LORD is a fountain 
of life, to depart from the snares of death.” 

Feeding Program & School Fees 
They recorded an increase in the number of children 

receiving one hot meal per day from 508 (2024) to 602 
(2025), This increase was due to increased school 

enrollments. Foldable chairs and tables for the feeding 
kitchens were purchased. Before, HCOC feeding points used 

to rely on firewood for cooking; the newly purchased gas 
equipment for the 3 kitchens have seen the cook preparing 

meals much quicker. HCOC engaged the community to 
establish one additional kitchen targeting 103 orphans at 

Matenha feeding point. 

HCOC Agricultural Projects Dept. 

The projects department continues to promote self-
sustenance by facilitating access to nutritious food, capacity 
building, and livelihood. It fosters responsibility, teamwork, 
and sustainable practices empowering orphans with 
essential life skills. They focus on horticulture for tomato 
and vegetable production, grain production with maize, 
sugar beans, and soybeans, and moringa production and 
processing.  

Religious Services – Highlight 

Program includes home visits to children under the care of 
HCOC in the 21 villages, offering spiritual support, 
counseling, prayer and devotionals. Morning devotions and 
bible studies were provided to 8 schools covering 3,252 
students of all school ages. One bible seminar was held and 
attended by close to 100 orphans and caregivers, titled 
Breaking Barriers to encourage the champions to hard work 
from a biblical perspective. Every caregiver was provided 
with a bible with support from ZMP and RHCF.  



2025 Children’s Christmas Party 

A party was held for the children on December 18. 216 
children were reached through the distribution of food 
humpers (112 small, 30 medium, 12 large). 216 
children received clothing. 21 caregivers received 
gifts. 

2025 Shelter and Care Program 

We renovated 1 house for a child-headed family, 
distributed winter blankets to 53 children, distributed 
clothes to 213 children, conducted home assessment 
visits, provided care to 2 children under foster care. 

Training in Trauma Care 

Training was provided to help in connection with 
traumatized children and to learn how trauma affects 
their behaviors and experiences. It helps to develop 
strategies to help them heal and recover. 

 2025 Children’s Trip 

In our commitment to offer vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children valuable opportunity to explore nature, experience 
independence, and gain insights into various social norms 
and cultures while fostering positive bonds with their peers, 
16 children were taken on an educational tour to the  
National Heroes Acre, Long Cheng Plaza and Umfururdzi 
National Park/ Cumulatively, 64 children have taken trips. 

Community Engagement Efforts

We successfully established the Matenha feeding point (for 
our 4th feeding point). HCOC community engagements 
contributed to this success. The social services department 
mobilized the community to mold bricks for HCOC staff 
house construction. 26,957 bricks were molded. In 2025, we 
held meetings with villages heads and school heads with a 
view to increase community participation in HCOC 
programs. This has improved efficiency and addressed cost 
reductions. 

Luke 18:16. “Jesus, however, invited them: ”Let the little 
children come to me, and don’t stop them, because the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 



HIV/AIDS Care 
The HIV/AIDS care program provided by the NEST 
clinic focuses on providing comprehensive services to 
orphans, the vulnerable and school children affected 
by HIV/AIDS. They identify and treat HIV infected 
children and provide care and support services to 
those children. They make home visits to monitor their 
therapy, offer emotional support, counseling, and 
guidance, and identify and address challenges that 
may affect them. They provide monthly nutrition 
packs that are essential for HIV infected children. 
They are rearing goats to help with the nutrition. One 
success story includes a 24-year-old man who had HIV 
as a child and was supported by the Nest. He 
triumphed over HIV and he is now married with 
children.  

Sharing God’s Love! 
There is a strong focus on sharing God’s love with the 
children. Activities include bible seminars (attended by 113 
children and teenagers), school bible sessions and morning 
devotions, and distributing a bible for every child and 
caregiver. They visit the children who are under the care of 
HCOC in the 21 villages to give comfort and spiritual counsel 
to the children in the communities. These programs educate 
and strengthen the children’s faith in God, which also helps 
them deal with daily life challenges, including drug abuse, 
teenage pregnancy, and many other serious issues.  

Home Visits 

HCOC is not an orphanage, but an orphan care center. The 
orphans and vulnerable children served by HCOC live in the 
community, spread around 21 villages in this rural area, 
living with relatives and care givers, and sometimes 
alone.These visits help to check on the living conditions and 
health status of the children as well as to deliver 
desperatley needed supplies of food, clothing, shoes, 
blankets and other necessities, particularly when children 
are not in school. Bible sessions are often conducted during 
these visits, done in an engaging and fun way to include 
bible quiz cards, ball games, and other activities. 



A Child Headed Household in Zimbabwe – by Colleen Briggs

In my work as Director of Orphan Care with Hope’s Promise, we eagerly network and collaborate with 
other global orphan care organizations.  I was heartbroken but privileged to visit two child headed 
households served by Heather Chimhoga Orphan Center, established in partnership with the CO based 
Zimbabwe Mission Partnership (ZMP), with ZMP board member, Deanna Heyn, in May 2025. 

Getting There 

Let’s say you travel from one of the richest countries in the world.  You take 3 flights and land more than
thirty hours later at Harare International Airport. Then you head out on an increasingly pockmarked tarmac
for 2 hours, turn on a washboard dirt road, and drive another hour.  Next you turn off into a field, the tires
of your vehicle straddling a trail through tall head-high grass.  For ten minutes the savannah slaps and
gives way outside your window, until you pull up to a circular structure, about ten feet in diameter, with
a thatched grass roof. 

What will you find there? 

There, on the ragged fringes of the world, you will discover what happens when the father of three
daughters, ages sixteen, ten, and eight, dies in rural Zimbabwe.  And when the girls’ mother, in
desperation, abandons her children. 

Three Girls Left Alone 

Perhaps the first night, the oldest, Nancy, wiped the tears of the younger girls and settled them around
the campfire burning in a hole in the cement floor of their home.  Maybe she leaned back against the brick
wall, too stunned to cry herself, watching the smoke billow up to the thatched grass roof, listening to the
crickets and rustling of tall grasses, the emptiness around them.  Perhaps she tried not to think about the
animals or humans that could barge through the door, hanging crooked and unsecured.  

Of course, as the days wore on, Nancy dropped out of school.  What other choice could she make?  Due to
the poverty of the surrounding community, she had nowhere to turn for help.  Although semis brimming
with natural resources like diamonds, platinum, and gold stream from Harare to ports in Mozambique, the
revenue will never reach the pockets of the majority of the people in the capital city, much less the rural
edges of the country.  And even less, the 7 million orphaned children, representing 7.7% of Zimbabwe’s
population. 



Help Received 

Soon after, a local woman, elected by the village and commissioned by HCOC to provide oversight of
orphaned children in the community, visited to assess. And the wheels of God’s passion for vulnerable kids
began to roll through the people on earth who love Him. 

Nancy returned to school and HCOC began to provide regular food packets.  A social worker checks on the
girls often, despite an encounter during one visit with a Black Mamba, one of the deadliest snakes in the
world.  When it reared its narrow neck flaps, he vaulted from his motorbike, thrusting it over the snake.
Although injured from the fall, he escaped a bite that would have caused collapse within 45 minutes and
death within 7-15 hours, 

On the day I visited, HCOC staff and volunteers discussed plans to provide beds for the girls and to rally
the community to make much needed repairs to the home, including the installation of a sturdy door and
cutting back overgrown grass. 

Slowly but surely, hope creeps into the hearts of a 16-year-old girl and her sisters, left in a desperate
situation. 

Pray for These Three Girls and Others Like Them 

I know that God’s Kingdom extends even there.  I know, because God promises that He is the defender of
the defenseless, Father to the fatherless.  I remind Him of this when we circled the fire in the middle of
the rondavel that day in prayer before we left.  I begged Him to stand guard around those girls, to protect
them through the dark watches of the night. 

And I know because in some ways, time stopped that day for me.  My mind and soul keep circling back
again and again, trying to make sense of a living nightmare.  I’m not sure yet what happens when you
travel from one of the richest countries to the outer fringes of the world, when you witness a situation
like this.  For now, I only know that I am deeply disturbed.  And I can’t unsee what I saw.   

Somehow, Nancy managed to keep the young family alive.  
But they slept on the cement floor, huddled together for 
warmth; weather wore holes through the roof; termites 
nested in the exterior walls; food ran scarce; and the grass 
grew wild and untamed, a haven for wild creatures. 

But then, thank God, a van passed nearby, labeled Heather 
Chimhoga Orphan Center (HCOC) with an address 
emblazoned across the door.  Nancy found her way to the 
central offices, and despite her need for so much, her only 
request that day:  to attend school again. 



THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED BOARD 
& STATESIDE ADVOCATES! 

ZMP Board members: Sandi Agneberg, Terrie Baros, Barbara Batt, Walt Bedford, Joann Briggs, 
Julia Henderson, Deanna Heyn, Barb Lukes, Ed Lukes, Cynthia Jennings, Susan Jones, Heather 
Krause, Jackie Logan, Sarah Mato, Mary McCarron, Maryanne McPherson, David Mosca, Erin 
Nap, Roberta Pippitt (Founder), Cathy Ramsey, Donnell Rosenberg, George Scheuernstuhl, Ayn 
Scott, Karen Wehrman 

ZMP Stateside Advocates: Larry Agneberg, Amy Archer, Sheri Fry, Don Goodman, Marcia 
Grass, Celeste Habiger, Liz Jansch, Dave Reed, Bonnie Thompson, Phil Wood 

How can YOU help the plight of orphans 
and vulnerable children in Zimbabwe? 

Learn more at: http://zimpartnership.org
Join the ZMP Board or become an advocate to help spread the word and
support our efforts.  Contact Julia Henderson.
Support Team Zimbabwe, our main annual fundraiser for the kids.  Visit
our website: https://www.zimpartnership.org/about-3-2
Donate.  Visit our website: https://www.zimpartnership.org/general-1
Pray for the children and Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care and/or join us
in prayer on the last Saturday of each month at 9 am. (Email for link.)

Thank you for caring and bringing Hope to 
the Orphans! 

www.zimpartnership.org      
Click to Donate:

ZMP Church 
Partners

Eagle River Presbyterian 
Church  

Elizabeth Presbyterian 
Church 

Elizabeth United 
Methodist Church 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Brighton 
Good Shepherd 
Presbyterian Church 

New Hope Presbyterian 
Church 

Providence Presbyterian 
Church 
Strasburg Presbyterian 
Church 
Wellshire Presbyterian 
Church 

Westminster 
Presbyterian Church 

Website: 

www.ZimPartnership.org 

Moderator of the Board: 
Julia Henderson 
(720) 394-1647

Email Contact: 
Rideteamzim@gmail.com 

Mailing Address:   
1151 Eagle Dr., #185 
Loveland, CO 80537 


